BUREAU COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
January 29, 2026

	The Bureau County Soil & Water Conservation District held its annual meeting at 9:00am on Thursday, January 29, 2026, at The Cliff Event Center in Princeton, Illinois.

	Chairman Mike Thacker welcomed the 30 people in attendance and released everyone for breakfast. He then officially called the meeting to order at 9:02am. A buffet meal was served by The Cliff staff. The January 6, 2026 board meeting minutes were approved, with a motion by Rod Grunloh and seconded by Jim May. Motion carried.

	Mike explained a few of the services and rentals that the Bureau County SWCD offers. He then turned it over to Ashley Wallace, Administrative Coordinator, to handle the election of directors. Ashley first recognized former SWCD Board members in attendance. Ashley asked if everyone who was eligible to vote signed the register and then conducted the election. The names of Mike Thacker, Bill Gebeck and Todd Sears were submitted to run for a two-year term. Ashley then asked if there were any nominations from the floor. Hearing none, she then closed nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Mike Thacker, Bill Gebeck and Todd Sears. Jim May made the motion, and it was seconded by Todd Sears. Motion carried. 

	Ashley then introduced herself and Becca Taylor and gave a brief background on what the SWCD does. She referred to the list of 2025 activities in the packet provided to attendees. Becca spoke on financial assistance programs and technical assistance the SWCD provides. 

	Ashley then introduced Erika Luft, NRCS District Conservationist. Erika spoke on federal financial assistance programs and various practices covered in those programs. Erika then introduced Justina Chlum, FSA County Executive Director. Justina gave a brief overview of FSA and its current programs and eligibility requirements, as well as a few updates on program deadlines and payments. Justina then introduced Jill Frueh, Bureau County Farm Bureau Manager. Jill explained a few of the many programs and activities available through the Farm Bureau, including a pollinator seed program. 
Jill then introduced Emily Hansen, Commercial Ag Educator with Illinois Extension. She touched on what Extension does and highlighted a few of their upcoming programs.  

	Becca and Ashley drew out names of those in attendance to distribute door prizes donated by the Bureau County Farm Bureau and Bureau County SWCD. Raffle winners were also drawn for the Coal Creek basket and TSC bucket and supplies. 

	Chairman Thacker thanked everyone for coming this year and asked for a motion to adjourn. Jim made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Todd. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:59am.








Minutes drafted and submitted by Ashley Wallace

